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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: On Claim 

1. Line 10, it should be -rearward — and on Claim 13, Line 4, it should be -the second- 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 8, 10, 12-14 and 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
- anticipated by Minnis (U^SV Pateht"No."5,14'5,356)rWith regard to Claim 1, Minnis 

discloses an electrical connector comprising: electrical contacts (64); and a first (32) 
housing member having contact receiving areas (Fig. 7), wherein the electrical contacts 
(64) are located in the contact receiving areas (Fig. 7); and a second (30) housing 
member connected to the first (32) housing member, wherein the first (32) housing 
member comprises a mating electrical connector latch (116) comprising a latch surface 
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(122) at a front end of the latch (1 16) and a lever arm (120) extending reward from the 
front end of the latch (1 1 6). See Figs. 1 , 7-1 0. 

The limitation "adapted to pivot on top of a portion of the second housing 
member" has been given little patentable weight since it has been held that the 
recitation that an element is "adapted to" perform a function is not a positive limitation 
but only requires the ability to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any 
patentable sense. In re Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. 

With regard to Claim 2, Minnis discloses the first (32) housing member 
comprising a first deflectable arm (124) connecting the latch to the first (32) housing 
member, wherein the first deflectable arm (124) is connected to the latch (116) at the 
front end of the latch (116). See Figs. 1, 7-10. 

With regard to Claim 3, Minnis discloses the first (32) housing member 
comprising a second deflectable arm (124) connecting the latch (1 16) to the first (32) 
housing member, wherein the a second deflectable arm (124) is connected to the latch 
(116) at the front end of the latch (116). See Figs. 1, 7-10. 

With regard to Claim 4,-Minnis-disclosesthe first and second deflectable arms - 
(124) being connected to the first (32) housing member proximate a center section of 
the latch (116). See Figs. 1 , 7-1 0. 

Wth regard to Claim 8, Minnis discloses an electrical conductor seal (68), 
wherein the second (30) housing member comprises a seal retainer (30), which is 
connected to the first (32) housing member to retain the seal (68) with the first (32) 
housing member. See Figs. 1, 7-10. 
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With regard to Claim 10, Minnis discloses an electrical connector housing 
comprising: a first (32) housing member comprising a movable mating electrical 
connector latch (1 16), the latch (116) having a first end with a latching surface and an 
opposite second end; and a second (30) housing member connected to the first (32) 
housing member, the second (30) housing member comprising a latch overstress 
protection section (60, 54) comprising a portion (60, 54) of the second (30) housing 
member. See Figs. 1, 7-10. 

The limitation "adapted to be contacted by the second end of the latch to limit 
movement of the second end of the latch in an outward direction" has been given little 
patentable weight since it has been held that the recitation that an element is "adapted 
to" perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so 
perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re Hutchison, 69 
USPQ138. 

With regard to Claim 12, Minnis discloses the first (32) housing member 
comprising a first deflectable arm (124) connecting the latch (1 16) to the first (32) 

housing member,- wherein the -first-deflectable-arm- (124) is connected to the -latch (116) - 

at the first end of the latch (116). See Figs. 1,7-10. 

With regard to Claim 13, Minnis discloses the first (32) housing member comprising 
a second deflectable arm (124) connecting the latch (116) to the first (32) housing 
member, wherein a second deflectable arm (124) is connected to the latch (116) at the 
first end of the latch (116). See Figs. 1, 7-10. 
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With regard to Claim 14, Minnis discloses the first and second deflectable arms 
(124) being connected to the first (32) housing member proximate a center section of 
the latch (116). See Figs. 1,7-10. 

With regard to Claim 16, Minnis discloses the second end of the latch (116) 
comprises a projection (60, 54) located beneath the latch overstress protection section 
(60, 54) of the second (30) housing member. See Figs. 1, 7-10. 

With regard to Claim 17, Minnis discloses an electrical conductor seal (68), 
wherein the second (30) housing member comprises a seal retainer (30), which is 
connected to the first (32) housing member to retain the seal (68) with the first (32) 
housing member. See Figs. 1, 7-10. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 9-20 are allowed. 

5. Claims 5-7, 9, 11, 15, and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 

base claim; but" would'be "allowable if rewritten in independent form including~alhof the 

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The references fail to teach, disclose, or suggest, either alone or in combination, 
the portion of the second housing member comprises a fulcrum rib contacting a bottom 
side of the lever between the front (first) end and the rear end, a rear end of the latch 
comprises a projection located beneath a ledge of the second housing member, the 
second housing member comprises a grip rib behind a rear (second) end of the latch 
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which has a top surface that is located vertically above the rear end of the latch only 
when the rear end of the latch is depressed inward, the second housing member 
comprises a pivot rib, wherein the latch is located on top of the pivot rib and is adapted 
to pivot on the pivot rib to move the latching surface inward and outward and in 
combination with the rest of the limitations of the base and intermediate claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pederson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,406,319), Higgins, Jr. et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,628,648), Okayasu (U.S. Patent No. 6,419,515), Schroeder (U.S. 
Patent No. 4,708,413) and Marpoe, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,514,098) disclose 
connectors having latches, arms and mating connectors. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Leon whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

2008. The examiner-can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800, extension 33. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or'proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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